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Co-Presidents’ Message submitted by Nathalie Smith

Dear Members

Do you remember the YEAR that you joined AAUW?
Do you remember WHY you joined AAUW?

Yes, we all belong to an organization uniting the graduates of different universities. Yes,
we support the values of education, and the maintaining of it’s high values. And yes, as
leaders, advocates and as resources, we promote education and equity for girls

and women ... Yes, it’s possible to break down barriers.

This spells opportunity for everyone in our Branch to be involved in Community Action.
We have a vast amount of knowledge, energy and creativity to advance equity for girls
and women in many areas of their lives.

There are many ways to serve our Community Action programs in this Branch.
So, please plan to spend an hour each month to help at the San Marcos School.

Just imagine how those hours would add up with 101 members. You could help
Beth Brown with the Art Project, or help Diane Beatty with the Reading Program or
help Holly DeVinck and Betty Raveret at the Chandler Library conversing with women
who wish to improve their English skills. If you wish to do this, call Holly first.

When we partner with schools, we are able to build student and school success.

If you signed the help sheet at the November 21 general meeting, Thank You Very Much.

You will be contacted in January.
If you were not at the meeting, please contact Carmen Otero.

At the State Fall Forum last week in Scottsdale, we learned so much about Community
Action in Arizona Branches. Together we can make an impact. IT'S WHO WE ARE !!!!

Nathalie

Co-Presidents  Nathalie Smith 480 895-6711 Nathalie.aauw@gmail.com
Carmen Otero 480 883-3192 hco2@aol.com

Inside this issue:

Co-Presidents Message )

Evening Books,
Afternoon Books 2

Community Action,
Fall Forum, Golf 3

Southwesters,

New Members, Singles 4

Public Policy 5

Lunch Bunch, Bridge,
Drivers Who Care 6

Great Decisions,
Stitches and Giggles,

Garage Sale 7
International Dinner 8
Holiday Luncheon 9

AAUW Events
Dec. 5 Bridge

Dec. 10 Holiday Luncheon
Dec. 12 Afternoon Books
Dec. 13 Evening Books

Dec. 14 Voter Barnstorm
Dec. 19 Stitches and Giggles

Jan. 2 Bridge
Jan. 5 Singles
Jan. 9 Golf

Jan. 9 Afternoon Books
Jan. 10 Evening Books

Jan. 11 Board Meeting

Jan. 12 New Members

Jan. 16 Stitches and Giggles
Jan. 16 International Dinner
Jan. 17 PPP Deadline

Jan. 19 Southwesters

Jan. 23 Lunch Bunch

Jan. 25 Great Decisions




Prickly Pear Postings

Evening Books

Tuesday, December 13

The evening book club will meet at the home of Sue
Garretson. Our book for the evening will be

The Paris Wife by Paula McLain. This is a novel telling
the story of Ernest Hemmingway'’s first wife.

Elaine O’Brien will be the leader.

Prior to the discussion there will be holiday festivities
beginning at 6:30 PM. Please bring an appetizer of your
choice and a children’s book to donate to the San Marcos
School Library. This will be a fun evening !

To reach Sue’s home, enter the Ironwood gate off Aima
School Rd. on Halley Drive. Stay on Halley until you come
to the “T”, make a left turn onto Ribbonwood Dr.

The house is on your right about 6 houses down,

24655 S. Ribbonwood Drive.

Please let Sue know if you are able to attend:
garysuel@q.com or 480-802-0849.

Tuesday, January 10

In January the evening book club will meet at 7p.m.
at the home of Elaine O'Brien. The discussion leader is
Judy Manley.

We will discuss two of Ernest Hemingway's novels

The Sun Also Rises & A Moveable Feast. You may read
just one or both.

Directions to Elaine’s at 11014 E. San Tan Blvd. in Palo
Verde: Go south on Alma School Road past Riggs Rd.
Turn left on San Tan Blvd. to enter main gate to Palo
Verde. Proceed through gate. 11014 is on left-hand side,
near curve to Flame Tree intersection.

Please call Elaine at 883-1351 if attending.
All are welcome.

Elaine O’Brien, Chair

Afternoon Books

Monday, December 12

The afternoon book club will be celebrating a Nostalgic
Christmas during our December meeting at Sharon Gale’s
home. Members are asked to bring Christmas delights for
our buffet table as well as 1 or 2 new children’s books for
San Marcos School, a picture of yourself before the age of
10, and a childhood story about yourself or family to share
with the group. Our luncheon time is 11:30 am.

It is imperative that you RSVP to Sharon before

December 12t if you are planning to attend. She will
advise you what to bring for the table if you did not sign up
at the November meeting.

Come join us, we will have a merry time !

Monday, January 9

In January the afternoon book club will meet at the home
of Betty Raveret at 2:00pm. The discussion of Sarah’s Key
will be led by Judi Edmonds. If you are planning to attend,
please call or email Betty before the 9th.

Sarah’s Key, a novel by Tatiana De Rosnay:

On Vel d’Hiv's 60t anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond
is asked to write an article about this black day in
France’s past. Through her contemporary investigation,
she stumbles onto a trail of long hidden family secrets
that connect her to Sarah. She is compelled to retrace
the girl’s ordeal. As she probes into Sarah’s past, she
begins to question her own place in France, and to reeval-
uate her life.

Marcia Wagoner & Betty Raveret CO-Chairs
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Community Action

November and December are the months for giving -
THANKSgiving and gift giving. Churches and organizations
seek pledges for their programs and families plan gifts for
the Holidays.

In the spirit of giving please remember that books
are needed for the San Marcos School Library. They do
not have funds available for pur-
chases and rely on contributions.
Non-fiction transportation books and
Disney books are favorites with the
children K-6 and also puzzles with
fifty pieces or less.

In recent years the AAUW after-
noon and evening book clubs have generously given
books to this library. Please consider a gift to the
San Marcos School Library a part of your giving this
Holiday season. Your gift will be enjoyed by so many
children.

Your gift of time will also enrich the lives of these
children. Volunteers are needed in the classroom to help
with reading and writing as well as the Art Masterpiece
program and help in the library. Each volunteer is
matched with the grade level and project with which they
are most comfortable.

Happy Holidays and Happy "Gifting"

Beth Brown, Community Action Co-Chair
mimzyb@q.com or 480-895-7999

Diane Discoe,

San Marcos School Volunteer Coordinator
Discoe.Diane@chandler.k12.az.us

AAUW Golf
Monday, January 9

Our first AAUW golf event is scheduled for
the Cub Course at Bear Creek with lunch
in the clubhouse. We will also discuss arrangements for
the remainder of the season.

Everyone who was on the AAUW Golf Email list last
season will receive an email with further details.

If you would like to add your name to that list, call
Bev Isley, 480-802-6902 or Suevonne Negaard,
480-767-7891. You will be very welcome.

Fall Forum

Fall Forum on November 11 was absolutely
inspiring. | only wish that more of you could have
experienced it.

The keynote speaker was Dr. Mary Rothschild,
Emeritus Professor at ASU, who gave a poignant
presentation of photos of the pioneer women of Arizona.
The photos were narrated in the first person which made
us feel as though the women were personally talking to
us. These women, from all cultures including Native
American, African American and Mexican, spoke of the
hardships they endured including the relentless summer
heat and constant dust storms. Through it all these
women in large brought culture, schools, churches, hos-
pitals, museums and various social and political clubs
etc. to Arizona.

Our next speaker was Jean Johnson, a member
of the AAUW Scottsdale branch. She spoke about "$mart
$tart" which is a series of workshops presented by AAUW
in partnership with the WAGE Project, that coach women
entering the workforce to help them negotiate the high-
est possible salary for their work. Currently, the wage
gap (which is figured by comparing women working full
time to men working full time) is 77.4% for white women,
69% for African Americans and 57% for Latinos.

Figuring this another way a woman with a Bachelor’s
Degree earns $1.2 million less than a man over her
working lifetime, and a woman with a PHD earns
$2.1 million less.

Following a wonderful lunch of soup, salad and
cake we had a Breakout Session of Round Table
Discussions. Nathalie and | joined seven others and
Julia Brown, an AAUW Director at Large from Oakland.
We brainstormed about all sorts of issues from growing
membership to websites and blogs.

Our last session of the day was "STEM with
Middle School Girls" by Marie Wolback, who received an
AAUW Educational Foundation grant to start Tech Trek in
California. Since 1998 nearly 8000 girls have received
AAUW branch or partner scholarships to attend one of
ten week-long math and science camps at eight CA col-
lege campuses. For many of these girls it has changed
their lives completely. Tech Trek www.aauw-techtrek.org
was a finalist for the AAUW Breaking through Barriers
Award in 2011. We were all left inspired to start a Tech
Trek program in AZ.

| certainly hope you will consider attending
AZ-AAUW's next event : the 2012 Convention April 13
and 14 in Prescott.

Donna Haugland
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Southwesters
Thursday, January 19, 2012

The Arizona Museum of Natural History in Mesa will
welcome us for a docent tour. Life-
size moving dinosaurs, a 3-storey
waterfall and flood, recreations of a
Hohokum village and the Lost
Dutchman's Mine, a real territorial
jail, over 6,000 objects of natural
history and anthopology, 1,000
historic photographs and much more
await us. A new exhibit on the
excavations at the Mesa Grande ruins will also be in
place in January.

Meet at 10:30 in the Educational Center parking lot
located at the northeast corner of Alma School and
Riggs Road if you wish to car pool.

We will be leaving at 10:45.

Our first stop will be The Grill on Main in Mesa for
an early lunch of excellent soups, sandwiches or
entrees. There will be time for a brief, self-guided stroll
along Main Street to look over the several antique
shops, art shops, and bronze sculptures that grace the
sidewalks of downtown. Then reconnect with your AAUW
friends in the Lobby of the Arizona Natural History
Museum at 1:00pm.

The Cost of this outing is quite affordable...$7
(prepaid group rate) for the museum, $3 to your driver if
you car pool, and lunch on your own with prices at the
Grill for salad or sandwiches running from $6 to $9 -
soups less, entrees more.

The location of The Grill is 123 W Main in Mesa. The
Museum is at 53 N McDonald just one block north of
The Grill. A free city parking lot is half way between the
two located just behind The Grill.

Easy directions-—take Highway 60 east to Country
Club Drive, north to Main Street, 1/2 mile east to
McDonald, 1 short block north to West Pepper and left
into the parking lot.

Watch for our sign-up sheet at the
\ December Holiday Luncheon or the
January International Dinner or
contact your hostess, Jill Middleton,
at 480-567-4024.

We look forward to having you
join us.

The Southwesters' committee,
Janine Garrard and Jill Middleton 480 883-0177

New Member Group

We met in October and November, plus had the
wonderful Welcome Coffee provided by Tillie Fortner
and Gail Jones on October 29th. Due to the many
holiday events, we will not meet in December. If you
have any questions regarding activities you are
welcome to call Ardyth Newberg 480-802-3297 or
Karen Shaffer 480-305-0579. If you have not
received your packet please call Karen to arrange
delivery.

Thursday, January 12

We will meet at The Good Egg (4995 S. Aima
School/480-659-4995/thegoodeggaz.com) at
10:00a.m. We will invite the AAUW Board members
to join us. After breakfast, those that are interested,
can see the Basha's Art Exhibit at Basha’s head office
near The Good Egg. The art exhibit is free and is a
great collection of western art and artifacts. We hope
you can join us for either, or both.

Please RSVP by Monday, January 9th to Ar-
dyth Newberg 480-802-3297 or Karen
Shaffer 480-305-0579.

Singles Group

Thursday, January 5

If you are single and want to enjoy the friendship of
others, please join us the first Thursday of each
month at 5:30 P.M. for dinner at a specific
restaurant chosen by members. This will be an open
forum for sharing activities such as theater, opera,
movies, travel, etc. For more information, please
contact Helen Semple at: hasemple@gmail.com or
802-8199

SUN LAKES ol
PesT CONTROL

480.895.8234
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“Enough is Enough”

If you are part of the AAUW Action Network, you received an email from National requesting our help to
promote safe schools. If you are not yet part of the Network, please read on.
“AAUW just released a brand new report about sexual harassment in grades seven through twelve, Crossing the
Line: Sexual Harassment at School. The many disturbing stories and statistics our researchers gathered add up to
one fact: sexual harassment is part of everyday life in middle schools and high schools across America. *

You can do your part, right now, to help change this by promoting the Safe Schools Improvement Act (S. 509)!

The Safe Schools Improvement Act would significantly strengthen schools' ability and responsibility to combat sexual
harassment and bullying. It would require schools to have comprehensive anti-harassment and bullying policies and
promote prevention strategies. The bill would also tell schools to maintain and report data regarding incidents of
bullying and harassment. The best and fastest way for this critical bill to become law is as an amendment to the
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). ESEA is the law that sets some of the
educational and disciplinary standards by which middle and high schools receive federal funding - and right now,

its anti-harassment and bullying rules are woefully inadequate.

So if you, your friends, or children were bullied or harassed, you can stand up and say "Enough is enough." Tell your
senators to support the Safe Schools Improvement Act (S.506) as an amendment to the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act reauthorization!

This is a simple amendment, but we need your help. Send a letter to your senators, or visit AAUW’s Two-Minute
Activist.” -reprinted in part AAUW Action Network , 11/9/2011

As we approach the end of year recess, many bills and/or amendments will be coming to floor of the House and
Senate. To get the most up-to-date information and have influence on legislation, it is important that you become
a member of the AAUW Action Network, www.aauw.org/actionnetwork .

Let’s get 100% of Southeast Valley Branch members signed up!

*You can read the Crossing the Line: Sexual Harassment at School Report online at www.aauw.org.
Click on the purple “Learn” box, then “Research” in the left hand column.

Woman to Woman Voter 2012 Brainstorming/Planning Meeting
Wednesday, December 14, 2011 7:00 p.m.
Sun Lakes Oakwood Library
All interested AAUW members are invited to attend. Your ideas are needed!
Please contact me at mnoser@aol.com for pre-meeting information or if unable to attend

but would like to participate on the committee.

Be Informed and Use YOUR voice in Washington.

JOIN the Action Network : Two Minute Activist & AAUW Washington Update

www.aauw.org/actionnetwork
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Lunch Bunch

Monday, January 23
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VinciTorios 1835 E. Elliot Road, Tempe 11:30 AM

We will visit this charming, but not too upscale, cozy, but not
kitschy, restaurant named VinciTorios. In one dish, the pasta
is buried under a slab of melted mozzarella accompanied by
house-baked focaccia and crusty garlic bread. Lunch items
include several salads, soups and sumptuous Italian pizza
or sandwiches. Mario Vincitorio makes his own pasta and
his restaurant prides itself on authentic Italian cuisine.

Join us!

We will meet at the Education Center on Riggs and Aima
School at 10:45 to carpool for an 11:30 luncheon.

Contact : Pris Corbus 883 8365 priscbus@g.mail.com

Pris Corbus & Kathy Burns interiorelements@yahoo.com
Co-Chairs, Lunch Bunch

vincitoriosrestaurant.com

Cloud's

Steam Cleaning:

480-282-3881

Carpets

Tie & Grout

HHE & orou Alsc Availabie;
o mind bl s
Upnoistery Stain Treatment
Arez Rugs Protective Coating
Mattresses Water Removal

Afternoon Bridge

Monday, December 5

Monday, January 2

AAUW bridge will meet at 1:00 P. M. in the Saguaro
Room at the Cottonwood Clubhouse.

An e-mail will go in advance to all who have shown
an interest in playing. Please respond either way,
Yes or No, so | can get a firm number.

We would welcome new members.
We each contribute $3 to the AAUW Funds and
50 cents for prize money.

If you wish to have lunch before the game, please
meet in the Cottonwood Bar and Grill at 11:30 A.M.
Otherwise, bring your own beverage and be in the
Saguaro Room a little before 1:00 P. M.

Margaret Horn, Bridge Chair 480 895-6419

Patricia Noack, Margaret Horn, Mary Lou Remley
and Ann Slattery enjoy a hand of bridge.

Drivers Who Care

If you need a ride or are willing to
drive someone, please let me
know.

Donna Haugland 480 802-3737
dhaugland.aauw@gmail.com
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Garage Sale
Next Spring in Oakwood
Bring - hats, nice clothes, bags, specialty items,
furniture, etc., etc., etc.
Storage area - Carmen’s garage.
A truck is available for transport.

Start to collect your items now. Bring them to the stor-
age area from January 4, 2012 until the day before the
sale. This sale will keep our budget in the black.
We have not had a Garage Sale in years...

The last one brought a big, big profit.
Date and more information soon.
Nathalie Smith, Co-President

Great Decisions
Wednesday, January 25

Our Great Decisions group has grown to 21 members
including several who are also new to AAUW.
Welcome to all!

We do not meet in December, so our next meeting

will be on January 25 from 3 to 5 at the home

of Carmen Otero. Carmen lives at 24411 S. Lakeway
Circle SE in Oakwood. Our discussion will be about
Mexico. If you plan to attend please contact Carmen at
883-3192 or hco2@aol.com after the first of the year.
Although the new materials have been pre-ordered, I've
not received any further information about the costs or
delivery dates. As soon as | know more and/or receive
the books, I'll contact everyone so we can distribute
them quickly.

Enjoy your holidays!

Ellen Peck 480 588-7116
peck.ellen@gmail.com

Prickly Pear Postings Deadline
for February issue
January 17, 2012
Please email submissions to
Sue Garretson garysuel@qg.com
and to
Sheila Petriello ramishma@hotmail.com

Board Meeting
January 11, 2012 at 7 P.M.
Library, Oakwood CC
RSVP regrets only to
Nathalie Smith
Nathalie.aauw@gmail.com 480 895-6711
or
Carmen Otero hcO2@aol.com 480 883-3192

Stitches and Giggles
Monday, December19

Monday, January 16
Do you like to knit, crochet,
quilt, cross stitch, or mend??
(Who would "like" to mend????)
Please join Stitches and Giggles
on the third Monday of each
month. We meet at 1:00 P.M.
at Terry Meury's home in
Cottonwood.

The board has asked each member of a social
organization to donate $1.00 each time they attend.
This would be in lieu of raising the dues and go into
the general fund.

Please RSVP to Terry before January 16.
895-7505 termeury@aol.com

Come join us for a relaxing afternoon with friends!

Directions: Enter CW from Riggs and go past the club-
house to Brentwood Drive, turn right. Go about 1/2
mile to Chestnut, and turn left. Hers is the eighth house
on the right. She has a beautiful front door!

Chery Pullan and Diane Larson, Co-Chairs of Stitches and Giggles
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This dinner is open to the Public. Your family and friends are welcome.

INTERNATIONAL DINNER

Monday, January 16, 2012
. ‘, Cottonwood Country Club
Saguaro Room
Cash Bar 5:30 p.m.
Dinner: 6:00 p.m.

$24 per person

Guest Speaker: Fay Mclintyre from Sun Lakes
Topic: Living Female in Saudi Arabia

DEADLINE: Monday, January 9, 2012

DINNER MENU
Hummus w/Flatbread
Greek Salad
Lemon Garlic chicken over couscous/rice
with green beans
Mediterranean sweets

Coffee or tea

Joyce Pocras, Chairperson, International Dinner

NAME(s)

PHONE EMAIL

(for reservation confirmation)

Please make check payable to: AAUW SOUTHEAST VALLEY BRANCH

Mail to: Gail Jones Deadline: Weds., January 9, 2012
10507 E Arrowvale Drive $24.00 per person
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248 Amt. Enclosed
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AAUW Southeast Valley Branch
Cordially invites members and their guests
To our annual holiday lunch

Saturday, December 10, 2011 11:00— 1:00 pm
Saguaro Room, Cottonwood Country Club

Speaker 11:15am
Barbara Warner Memorial Scholarship Winner

Danielle Kooyman

Lunch served at 11:45am
MENU
Chicken Francaise
(C hicken sautéed with lemon butter)
Rice Pilaf

Oven Roasted Vegetables

Chocolate Mousse
Rolls Water, Ice Tea, Coffee with Dessert

Entertainment 12:15 pm
Chordially Yours
A small singing Ensemble

Deadline for reservations is December 2. 2011

Cost: $21.00 Payable to: AAUW

Mail check to: Mary Lou Remley
9031 E. Cedar Waxwing Dr,  Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

RED ENVELOPE
Each year AAUW Funds requests a donation from our members to fund
graduate and post graduate work for research and community action grants. The
suggested contribution as set by national AAUW is $25 per member.
Contributions larger or smaller are greatly appreciated.

Deadline for Red Envelope contributions is the luncheon, December 10, 2011.




Southeast Valley Branch

The American Association of University Women values and seeks a diverse membership
There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability.
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Sue Garretson & Sheila Petriello
Co-Editors
24655 S. Ribbonwood Dr.
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
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AAUW
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